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Low socioeconomic status (SES): Measured by a child's parental educational level and income level

What do we know?

"Children from families with low socioeconomic status begin kindergarten and first grade with lower math skills
than their more affluent peers and make less progress throughout early elementary school" (Backman, Degol,
Elliot, Scharphorn, Nokali & Palmer, 2018, p. 417)
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WE MAKE ASSUMPTIONS
From what research tells us we, at times unintentionally, categorize our low SES students on a spectrum of
inability. We can mistakenly assume that all students who come from low SES households share the same
foundational math knowledge. We place them on the left end of the spectrum without full consideration of their
knowledge and understanding.
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WE NEED TO EXPAND OUR CURRICULUM CONTENT
Lower SES students receive less higher-order conceptual math activities and more procedural instructions often
focused on basic math skills (Bachman et al., 2015). Research has shown that although procedural mathematics

knowledge is important for students to practice, it is an understanding in conceptual skills that predicts success in
mathematics achievement in later years.

Procedural Skills vs Conceptual Skills
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This includes, calculation, basic number Understanding, strategy and reasoning
concepts, counting and symbolic
mapping knowledge. Example: Write down as many

combinations of numbers that add to 10.
Example: 1+2=3
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