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Parental Factors, Learning-Related Skills, and Academic Outcomes in Rural Côte d’Ivoire

Parental expectations and involvement predict cognitive, 
socioemotional, and academic outcomes in children.1

Most of this research comes from high income countries (HICs). 

However, parental behavior is  influenced by resources (e.g., time, 
education, money)  and culture, which can vary based on country and 
context.2

R1: How are academic  parental expectations and involvement 
related to each other? 

R2: How are parents’ expectations and involvement associated 
with children’s academic outcomes?

R3: Do EFs, SE skills, and growth mindset mediate the 
associations between parental expectations and involvement 
and academic outcomes?

R3: SE skills are positively predicted by 
parental involvement. However, SE skills are 
negatively predicted by parental 
expectations.
EFs and SE skills positively predict literacy 
and numeracy. 

Parental expectations and involvement broadly impact 
child academic outcomes and learning-related skills. 

The negative association of SE skills with parental 
expectations sheds light on negative consequences of 
high expectations in a resource constrained context. 

The positive association of SE skills with parental 
involvement highlights the  importance of parental 
engagement in promoting learning.

Mismatch between high parental expectations and low 
parental involvement highlights gaps in resources such 
as parental academic skills and time.

Findings and interventions from high income countries 
cannot be exported to other contexts; definitions, 
methods and materials should reflect cultural goals and 
values.

 

R1:  Parental involvement is lower among parents who 
expected their child to pursue tertiary education, 
compared to parents who expected their child to 
complete secondary education.

R2: Parental expectations positively predict literacy.

Child Measures
Literacy 
Numeracy
Executive Functions (EFs)

Working Memory
Inhibitory Control

Socioemotional (SE) Skills
Growth Mindset
Probability of Poverty 
(PPI)
Age 

Parent Measures
Parental Involvement
Parental Expectations 
Education
Stress

Participants
136 communities 
Children (N=1514, girls=722)
ages 5 to 15 yrs; Grades 1 to 6 
Primary caregivers 17 to 82 yrs 

Aim and Research Questions

Methods

Results

SE skills mediate relation  between parent factors and 
academic outcomes
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Aim: Explore relations between parental factors, 
fundamental child capacities, and child academic 

learning in rural low-income communities in Côte d’Ivoire
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Note: Non-significant pathways have not been shown.

Côte 
d’Ivoire

Background

Rural Côte d’Ivoire
Low parental literacy (44% in 2014)3

Child participation in domestic (80%) and agricultural 
work (>50%)4

Only 40% of children complete primary school5
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