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As of September 2015, World Leaders have 
committed to 17 Global Goals to achieve 3 
extraordinary things in the next 15 years: 

1. End extreme poverty. 
2. Fight inequality & injustice. 
3. Fix climate change.

Post 2015 Global Agenda



Post 2015 Global Agenda – 17 Goals
Goal # 4   Quality Education

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education

And promote lifelong learning opportunities for 
all.  

Target 4.2: By 2030, ensure that all girls and 
boys have access to quality early childhood 
development, care and pre-primary education 
so that they are ready for primary education



Knowledge translation and mobilization –
Narrowing the gap between research and practice



Key messages

• Compelling evidence

• A sensitive brain

• Experience gets under
the skin

• The value of play 

• Supporting resilience

• The economic argument

• The earlier the better
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SECD Offline 

Seminar series
• One day – one week workshops for leaders and professionals 

from various sectors

Resource Kit
• One – three hour workshop –ready materials for 

parents/caregivers, frontline teachers and community health 
workers, etc. 

Media-rich, translation-ready, ‘global’, evidence-based







Over 1000 trained from 43 countries

International Global reach – 5500 



Central themes of SECD

Video - The Long Reach of Early Childhood



Science of Early Childhood 
Development in Sub-Saharan Africa

Dr. Susan Wamithi-Gitau

Pediatrician – Aga Khan University 
Hospital, Nairobi



Background
• Science of Early Childhood Development (SECD) 

Modules
– Brain Development
– Coping and Competence
– Communicating and Learning
– The Ecology of Childhood
– Developmental Health

• My involvement
– Participant: Online course
– Instructor: Training done in Kenya and Tanzania
– On-line Tutor 



Participants

• Participants from five 
countries
– Kenya
– Malawi
– Mozambique
– Zambia
– Tanzania

• Diverse professional 
backgrounds

• Work with children 
infected/affected by 
HIV/AIDS



Participants: Activities



SECD IN MY CONTEXT

• Pediatrician 

– Training doctors and nurses

• Adapted it to the care for child development 
training of health care providers

– Practice

• Advising caregivers on how to stimulate their 
children’s development by using concepts 
taught in the modules
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Pilot Initiative in Bangladesh



Where is it?



Bangladesh at a Glance



Urban and Rural Context



Early Childhood in Bangladesh

http://blogs.rrc.ca/etv/2013/12/supporting-
secd-update-4/

Bangladesh 2.mp4


Learning opportunities-

Government/Community-Based ECD 

Centres



Family Support



Training



Piloting SECD Seminar Series



Participants’ Reflections

“ I recommend that all pre-primary teachers should 
receive this training.”

“These topics were never discussed before.” 

“I learnt a lot of things that will help me become a 
good mother, and a teacher too”.

“The parents would benefit most from this kind of 
training.”



Thank You!


