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Establishing a strong 
foundation in the early 
years, and building on it 
is the single-most 
powerful key to Ontario’s 
social and economic 
future.
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What existed:   Service Fragmentation & Chaos



Separate Systems – Same Children
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Government Tabled Initial Legislation: 

Fall 2009

Full-Day Early Learning Statute Law 
Amendment Act:   April 2010 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ontarioheritageconnection.org/live/images/200811_d_small.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ontarioheritageconnection.org/live/main.php?page=news.200811_d.html&usg=__FbQubQNJ4kHiHSW137c2h5b2144=&h=110&w=105&sz=28&hl=en&start=29&zoom=1&tbnid=BpMP5Zbx8yZtoM:&tbnh=85&tbnw=81&prev=/images?q=legislative+assembly+of+ontario&start=20&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&tbs=isch:1&um=1&itbs=1


Ontario Regulation 

137/15
Child Care and Early 

Years Act 2014



A Time of Transformation

The focus is on building an “integrated 
system” for children prenatal-to-12 years of 
age on 2 levels:

1. Service planning level 

2. Service delivery level



• 82% in Waterloo Region parents required childcare 

• 34% of parents with students age 3-5 had access to licensed 
care

• 8% of parents with students age 6-12 had 

access to licensed care

• 28 of 103 elementary schools had licensed childcare co-
located 

Historical Picture



Expanding Access to High Quality Regulated 
Care

Children who have access to high quality licensed early 

learning and child care have…

•Higher achievement and language scores

•Demonstrate better social skills

•Exhibit fewer behaviour problems

Source:  Region of Waterloo,  Early Learning and Child Care Profile 2011
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• Ontario School Boards must offer 
extended day programs for 4 and 5 
year olds and include 6 and 7 year 
olds for viability; allows for programs 
for 8-12

• Can ‘contract’ with third party 
providers to deliver service, but the 
provider must be not-for-profit

• Providers must comply with 
Education legislation (Safe Schools)

• Extended Day program content must 
be delivered regardless of whether 
Board-operated or Third Party 
Provider operated

…Politics and Legislation: Impact of Advocacy



School Boards Shouldn’t Run 

Daycare





Three Goals 

1. Vibrant, high quality inclusive service 

system

2. System wide approach

3. Integrated planning and service delivery



What Actually Happened
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