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The UNICEF Index of Child Inequality

• How unequal are 

Canada’s children and 

youth?

• How does inequality 

affect their well-being?

• What could narrow the 

gaps and raise child 

well-being?



UNICEF Index of 

Child Well-being 



UNICEF Index of 

Child Inequality



Measuring the gaps

Bottom-end inequality



Inequality across dimensions



Income inequality

RANK

24/41



Education inequality

RANK

14/37



Health inequality

RANK

24/37



Inequality in life satisfaction: 

children’s sense of well-being

RANK

25/35



How much of an influence 

does poverty have?



Life satisfaction gradient

RANK

26/34



Educational achievement gradient

RANK

4/39



Boys and girls are differently 

unequal



Boys have greater educational 

disadvantage  

RANK

9/39



Girls are more likely to fall behind in 

health 

RANK

28/34



Progress is slow and mixed



Wider gaps/lower overall child well-

being

Countries with wider “bottom-end” inequality in child well-being 

also tend to have lower levels of overall child well-being. 



Wider income inequality/lower child 

well-being

Countries with greater overall income equality tend to have 
smaller gaps in child well-being 

and rank higher in overall child well-being. 



Competitive childhoods



Narrowing the gaps



From The Guardian, UK edition 2007



Ways to get unstuck

1. Address broad income/social inequality, top to bottom

• Improve the incomes of families with children with progressive 

and accessible child-focused benefits

• Invest in children’s services including child development – early 

and progressively

• Limit broad income inequality

2. Address inequalities in child well-being in all policies 

and services

• Measure the gaps as well as averages (e.g., in targets, 

surveillance, delivery)

• Seek progressive universalism – the bottom isn’t always the 

income-poor 


