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“The concep*on and realiza*on of [the 
summer recrea*on] program required the 
ac*ve par*cipa*on of the Be<er Beginnings 
family resource centre, the separate school 
board and the municipal leisure services. 
The la<er brings exper*se in coordina*ng 
recrea*onal ac*vi*es. The family resource 
centre furnishes material as well as 
supervision of daily ac*vi*es and staff. The 
Separate School Board lends interior space 
as well as outdoor facili*es. The project 
par*cipates in the hiring of personnel.”  

“This project affirms my belief that oHen the 
process is the product; that seJng up a  
drop‐in or a home visi*ng program or parent 
relief or whatever is not as important as 
geJng people together to figure out what is 
needed and how to do it. That process is the 
real product. ... that has been as valuable to 
the community and the individuals as the 
actual services and programs.” 

“Better Beginnings is not just 
a thing … it' s the people 
involved … getting to know 
people and developing trust.  
I have developed friendships 
and trust, even on a personal 
level.” 
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Partnerships with 
Residents 

Resident Participation 
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How Was this Level of 
Participation Achieved? 

How Was this Level of 
Participation Achieved? 

How Was this Level of 
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How Was this Level of 
Participation Achieved? 

How Was this Level of 
Participation Achieved? 

How Was this Level of 
Participation Achieved? 



5 

Outcomes of Resident 
Participation – For the 
Project 

Outcomes of Resident 
Participation – For the 
Project 

Outcomes of Resident 
Participation – For the 
Community 
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Summary, Conclusions, and 
Implications 

  Partnerships with schools and community 
agencies were developed and sustained 

  Participatory and empowering processes with 
community residents were developed and 
sustained in neighborhoods that typically distrust 
government and service agencies 


